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NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 22, 2020 
 

 
 

CHALLENGING SCHOOL YEAR ENDS ON A HIGH NOTE,  
FINAL WEEKLY MESSAGE FOR 2019 - 2020, SUMMER ENRICHMENT  

CONTENT COMING, VIRTUAL GRADUATION ANNOUNCED, SUMMER MEALS,  
HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK SALES EXTENDED & MORE 

 
 
WEEKLY MESSAGE TO OUR FAMILIES FROM DISTRICT LEADERSHIP– 
 
It is with pride in our students and families, staff, and community that we welcomed the close of the 2019-
2020 school year this week and entered into summer break.  No one has escaped the complexities of recent 
events, and we have all experienced first-hand the difficulties and challenges, both in personal and 
professional matters, created by COVID-19. Our District holds firm in the belief that it is only through unity 
and partnership with our families, friends, and neighbors that we continue to rise above. 
 
As of the close of the school day Wednesday, all instruction in our District – with the exception of seniors 
working toward the June 19 deadline to complete graduation requirements – was concluded. Virtual 
classrooms were closed and contact with students concluded, just as takes place in physical school settings 
each year.  It is now time for staff and students to enjoy a well-earned, and much needed vacation.  
 
Due to public health orders, summer programs, such as the Extended Learning Program and K-5+, regularly 
offered by the District, have been cancelled. The District is, however, researching other potential programs 
that could be offered and announcements will be made as information becomes available. 
 
Additionally, over the summer, staff volunteers will be creating, and the District will be making available, 
digital enrichment content to help entertain and occupy the minds of students as public health orders 
continue to limit activities and interactions. It is important that parents and students understand summer 
enrichment content is not required or graded; it is intended to simply add to the options students have 
available during the break. 
 
Also, this week, the District announced graduation will be held virtually. The traditional in-person 
graduation is an important celebration for students, staff, family and friends, and arriving at this decision 
was difficult and not taken lightly.  Clovis High School, along with District leadership, worked diligently to 
develop a plan that adhered to the New Mexico Public Education Department's guidance and the public 
health orders. While we share in disappointment that in-person and other concepts were not possible, we 
are continuing to make the celebration of the Class of 2020 a top priority. 
 
Going into summer break, this will be our final, scheduled weekly message for 2019 - 2020. 
Announcements and the release of information will instead be communicated as things arise.  It is with our 
sincere gratitude, pride, and an ever-growing sense of partnership with our students, staff, families and 
community, that we wish all an enjoyable, safe, and healthy summer.  
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UPDATES AROUND THE DISTRICT: 
 
• DISTRICT FACILITIES REMAIN CLOSED, AVAILABLE BY TELEPHONE: District buildings remain 

closed to the public, however, staff can be reached by calling office telephone numbers until May 29, 
at which time school facilities will shut-down operations.  

 
• WIFI SERVICE: With the conclusion of instruction for the 2019 - 2020 school year, Download & Go 

WiFi services will be ended.  
 

• END TO HOME INTERNET SERVICE APPROACHING: Free home Internet services provided to 
students by Plateau Telecommunications ended this week with the conclusion of the school year and 
service to the boxes that were distributed have been disconnected.  

 
Should a family wish to continue paid Internet service, they can contact Plateau Telecommunications 
and arrange for account set-up and billing.  
 
Students who will be attending school in the District next fall, should return their Internet devices at 
that time. For students leaving the District or graduating seniors, instructions for the return of 
equipment will be communicated soon. 
 

• RETURN STUDENT CHROMEBOOKS IN AUGUST WHEN SCHOOL RESUMES: Due to public health 
orders, the decision has been made to leave Chromebooks in the care of students over the summer 
break.  
 
Students and families are reminded that per the Chromebook agreements signed at the time of 
distribution, these devices are only to be used for school-related purposes, and families can be held 
responsible for loss or damages that occur. Families are encouraged to store Chromebooks in a safe 
location during the summer break. 
 
Families with students who will not be returning in the fall should contact the staff at their student/s 
school by telephone prior to May 29 for further instructions. 
 

• NEW MEXICO FAMILY EDUCATION SURVEY: The New Mexico Public Education Department is 
asking families to complete an online survey about their experiences with continuous learning during 
the school closing period triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Survey responses will help school districts better meet community needs and help the New Mexico 
School Reentry Task Force shape plans for reopening public schools in the state. 
 
Parents can expect to spend about eight minutes per student to complete the New Mexico Family 
Education Survey.  
 
Families will answer both open- and close-ended questions about their child’s level of engagement in 
school, the family’s level of satisfaction with their school’s expectations and supports, their school’s 
ability to meet the child’s individual needs, and their communication preferences. 
 

• SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD BENEFITS FOR CHS, GATTIS, BARRY, MESA, ZIA, AND IACADEMY 
FAMILIES WITH INCOME LOSS: Families with students at Clovis High School, Gattis Middle School, 
iAcademy, and Barry, Mesa, and Zia Elementary Schools, and who have experienced a loss or reduction 
to their household income due to COVID-19 can complete a new Clovis Schools Free/Reduced Meal 
Application.  If a family qualifies, this would allow them to receive a "per-student" supplement of more 
than $300 on a P-EBT card, which will be dispersed until June 19, 2020.  The supplement will begin 
on the date the household application is certified by the state.  

 
Families can print and complete an application from the CMS website (English | Spanish), take a 
picture of the completed application, and email it to deborah.westbrook@clovis-schools.org.  If you 

https://state.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe07174c30216027e5fab1fde&id=498921840d&e=f3fbb0c272
https://state.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fe07174c30216027e5fab1fde&id=498921840d&e=f3fbb0c272
http://www.clovis-schools.org/food_service/forms-letters/APPLICATION.pdf
http://www.clovis-schools.org/food_service/forms-letters/APPLICATION_Spanish.pdf
mailto:deborah.westbrook@clovis-schools.org
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do not have access to technology, you can pick up a paper application at any of the Grab & Go meal 
sites and the La Casa Summer Food Service Program.   Please return the application to a meal site for 
processing.  Call 575-218-5530, Monday - Friday, 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM, for questions or further 
information. 
 
Please be patient, benefits are forthcoming. In the meantime, students and families are encouraged to 
continue accessing community meal sites that provide free lunch and breakfast for school-aged 
children. 
 
Distribution is planned as follows – Pandemic EBT Benefit Phase I 
 
On May 18th, the New Mexico Human Services Department issued Phase I of benefit of issuance to all 
student households that are currently on SNAP benefits. The benefits went to approximately 87,500 
student households, statewide, in the amount of $313.40 for March, April, and May. 
 
Phases 2 - 4 of P-EBT benefit issuance will be as follows: 
  

• Phase 2 - Issue benefits to current Medicaid student households (By end of May) 
• Phase 3 & 4 - Issue benefits via mailed P-EBT card to households for students that receive free 

and reduced school meals who are NOT on SNAP EBT or Medicaid (Early June) 
 
• SUMMER SCHOOL FOR CLOVIS HIGH SCHOOL & FRESHMAN ACADEMY STUDENTS: Clovis High 

School & Freshman Academy students who need to enroll in summer school should email 
grace.morales@clovis-schools.org to be placed on the list. Summer school will be held virtually on 
Edgenuity for classes, with the exception of Math. Plans are being made to include a teacher and 
Google Classroom to hold credit recovery for Math.  

 
For questions, students can email cristy.hill@clovis-schools.org or grade level counselors.  
 

• 9th Graders – Contact: arnold.martinez@clovis-schools.org 
• 10th Graders – Contact: kathleen.penland@clovis-schools.org 
• 11th Graders – Contact: alicia.walton@clovis-schools.org 

 
At the current time we HAVE NOT been approved to hold a Driver's Education class virtually. If this 
directive changes, another message will be sent out.  
 

• SUMMER MEAL PROGRAM: The La Casa Summer Food Service Program distributes free breakfast 
and lunch meals to school-aged children Monday - Friday, from 9:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. 
 
Unaccompanied children may walk up and receive Grab & Go meals or parents in vehicles can use the 
Drive-Up Grab & Go service at each site. 
 
Children using the walk-up Grab & Go option must leave the site immediately upon receiving their 
meals. 
 
In order to receive Drive-Up, Grab & Go meals, children and parents will need to remain in their 
vehicle, where La Casa Summer Food Service Program staff will deliver the meals. 
 
The La Casa Summer Food Service Program distribution is being held at the same District Grab & Go 
school locations, with the exception of Mesa Elementary, which was moved to Windy Plains (4000 
Lew Wallace Drive – housing area next to Mesa Elementary School) due to summer construction at 
the school. 
 

• ENROLLMENT FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR: New student enrollment, 3Y, 4Y & Kindergarten - 12th 
grade, for next school year began Monday, May 18, 2020, and will be conducted online. This scheduled 
enrollment is ONLY for students new to the District.  Further information has been sent out in separate 
messages regarding returning student enrollment. 
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• CONNECTING CLOVIS THROUGH MUSIC: The District’s Connecting Clovis Through Music program 

will continue to be available as an enrichment resource over the summer break. The Clovis community 
has a rich history of, and close connection to music. To celebrate our musical roots and strengthen 
connections during the stay-at-home health order, the District's award winning Music Department 
has worked with our music teachers on an interactive program to share music with our families and 
the community. We hope you enjoy the activities our talented staff have prepared for you!  
 
Visit our Connecting Clovis Through Music YouTube channel or our District Facebook page to take 
advantage of this great offering. 
 

• TELEPHONE SUPPORT: School staff are able to answer calls to the main phone number at each 
school. Hours of operation are Monday - Friday, 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM (outside of normal business hours, 
leave a voice message). Families are encouraged to call their school staff to handle school-specific 
questions or issues through May 29. 
 

• CLOVIS SCHOOLS HELPDESK: Helpdesk services to students and families ended with the conclusion 
of instruction and the school year. 

 
• K-5+ & EXTENDED LEARNING PROGRAM NOT AVAILABLE THIS SUMMER:  The District has 

withdrawn its application to participate in the K-5+ program this year and the Public Education 
Department cancelled the Extended Learning Program this year.  However, the District is considering 
other potential options for summer programming and with the availability of funding as well as the 
lifting of health order restrictions, we will move forward.  More information will be announced as it 
becomes available.  
 

• STUDENT GRADES: K - 8 students will receive Pass/Incomplete grades; high school students will 
receive letter grades.  No grades will be lower than the student's 3rd nine-week grade, with the 
exception of dual credit courses.  Those practices are determined by the colleges.  Additionally, the 
State has given seniors an extended deadline of June 19, 2020, to complete graduation requirements. 
 

• ONLINE HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK SALES EXTENDED: Students and families can order and 
purchase a copy of the yearbook online at: clovishs.store.creatorstudiopro.com. The deadline for 
yearbook purchases has been extended until supplies last.  

 
Seniors only, who purchased a yearbook prior to May 25, will be able to pick-up their yearbook during 
their virtual graduation appointment. Orders placed after May 25, will be available at general 
distribution. 

 
Due to State health orders, general yearbook distribution details will be arranged and announced at a 
later date.  

 
• CMS/HAMILTON TOYOTA TACOMA TRUCK RAFFLE:  The Toyota Tacoma Truck raffle, sponsored 

by Hamilton Toyota, has been postponed.  The raffle will be scheduled to another date – yet to be 
determined.  Due to the current public health order, the District needs additional time to have all raffle 
tickets returned as well as to coordinate a venue for the giveaway. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY5PxUuUVUGiY1jE6cGjH6CKsR1gdxY1u
https://www.facebook.com/Clovis-Municipal-Schools-District-Offices-587103524649534/
http://clovishs.store.creatorstudiopro.com/

